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Demand for action 
has never been higher



think that climate change 
is a global emergency

UK population

think we should do everything necessary, 
urgently in response

In the context of an election…

62% of the UK is backing up 
comprehensive, urgent actions

that is 10% more than 
the win for Brexit (52%)

This means that

Source: United Nations Development Programme 
Peoples' Climate Vote (Jan 2021)

of which

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/climate-and-disaster-resilience-/The-Peoples-Climate-Vote-Results.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/climate-and-disaster-resilience-/The-Peoples-Climate-Vote-Results.html


People in villages, communities and small 
towns are just as likely to say protecting 
the environment is important to them 
personally as people in core cities (94% 

of each saying it is very or fairly 
important to them)

The UK is united: There is no difference between 
North and South, villages or large cities

Source: YouGov survey update Dec 2020 
for Centre for Towns

Like the rest of the UK, people in the 
“Red Wall” are increasingly concerned 

by the lack of action to protect the 
environment 

https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment
https://www.centrefortowns.org/reports/public-opinion-on-the-environment


The biodiversity crisis is on a par 
with the threat to humanity 

posed by climate change 



“Nature is declining globally at rates 
unprecedented in human history - and 

the rate of species extinction is 
accelerating, with grave impacts on 

people around the world now likely.” 
IPBES* Report 2019

*Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services



“We need to appeal not just to environment 
ministers, but to those in charge of 

agriculture, transport and energy because 
they are the ones responsible for the drivers 

of biodiversity loss”
Sir Robert Tony Watson, chair of the IPBES*

*Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services



We are currently depleting both our reserve and the 
earth's capacity to regenerate at an alarming rate

UK

The world’s population needs 
1.6 Earths to support its 
demands on renewable natural 
resources, 2.6 in the UK

“A circular economy could 
boost the UK economy by £75 
billion and create half a million 
jobs”
Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP)



Final Report - The Economics of Biodiversity: The Dasgupta Review 2021

“Our unsustainable engagement with Nature is endangering the 
prosperity of current and future generations. “

“We need to change how we think, act and measure success. 

(i) Ensure that our demands on Nature do not exceed its supply, 
and that we increase Nature’s supply relative to its current level.

(i) Change our measures of economic success to guide us on a more 
sustainable path.”



The UK is amongst the most nature-depleted 
countries in the world

Since 1970, 41% of UK wildlife 
species have decreased(1)

Just 2.5% of the UK land is covered in 
ancient woodland. 1225 ancient 
woodlands are under threat (2)

(1) State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report
(2) Woodland Trust
(3) Royal College of Physicians Report 2016
(4) The Future Farming and Environment Evidence Compendium 2019 DEFRA (page110)
(5) UK Gov food statistics 
(6) WRAP report 2020

33% of UK soils are thought to
be degraded with 1 million hectares
(6% of the UK’s agricultural) at risk of 
erosion (4)

We import 45% of our food (5) but 
9.5 million tonnes of food is wasted 
(annual value £19 Billions) (6)

In the UK, 40,000 deaths are 
attributable to exposure to outdoor 
air pollution (3)

https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2020-02/ipbes_global_assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers_en.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/every-breath-we-take-lifelong-impact-air-pollution
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/834432/evidence-compendium-26sep19.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/food-statistics-pocketbook/food-statistics-in-your-pocket-global-and-uk-supply
https://wrap.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-11/Food-surplus-and-waste-in-the-UK-key-facts-Jan-2020.pdf


We are not acting fast enough and 
not in a fair way to sort out the 

climate and ecological crises



“The 2050 path to a global “CO2 Net Zero” 
is in fact giving us only 

a 50/50 chance to reach 1.5°C”
IPCC 1.5C report



The UK must take full responsibility for its 
consumption

46% of the UK consumption 
emissions are being emitted 
overseas(1)

More than 90% of the UK national 
deforestation footprint comes from 
abroad. Our consumption is 
responsible for an average loss of 3.9 
trees per person per year(2)

(1) WWF UK carbon footprint analysis report 2020
(2) Nature Ecology & Evolution (2021)

https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-04/FINAL-WWF-UK_Carbon_Footprint_Analysis_Report_March_2020%20%28003%29.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-021-01417-z

